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basis for an overall settlement has been es-
tablished; the Turkish-Cypriot side urged we
proceed incrementally from measures to
overall talks. We will continue to pursue fur-
ther efforts to establish such a common basis
for a settlement.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
National Endowment for Democracy
March 6, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of section

504(h) of Public Law 98–164, as amended
(22 U.S.C. 4413(i)), I transmit herewith the
11th Annual Report of the National Endow-
ment for Democracy, which covers fiscal year
1994.

Promoting democracy abroad is one of the
central pillars of the United States’ security
strategy. The National Endowment for De-
mocracy has proved to be a unique and re-
markable instrument for spreading and
strengthening the rule of democracy. By con-
tinuing our support, we will advance Ameri-
ca’s interests in the world.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 6, 1995.

Remarks to the National Association
of Counties
March 7, 1995

Thank you very much. Thank you, Randy,
for the T-shirt and for the sentiment which
it represents. I thank all of you for having
me here. I’m glad to be here with Secretary
Shalala and Doug Bovin and Michael High-
tower, Randy Johnson, John Stroger, my old
friend from Arkansas by way of Chicago—
[laughter]—Doris Ward, and Larry Naake.

Let me begin by congratulating you on this
program this morning. I was impressed that
you had our longtime friend Marian Wright
Edelman, who gave my wife her first job after
law school in the Children’s Defense Fund.
And I’m glad the Speaker got to come back
and give his talk today—[laughter]—and I
thank you for hearing him.

You know, I’ve done a lot of work over
the years with the ACORN group and they
stood for a lot of good things in my home
State. But I think everyone deserves to be
heard. And we need people debating these
important issues in Washington. This is a very
exciting time, and it’s important that all the
voices be heard and that people like you es-
pecially that have to live with the con-
sequences of what is done here hear the ideas
that are being debated and also that you be
heard.

I am always glad to be with people whom
I think of as being in the backbone of public
service in America. You serve at the level
where you can have the greatest impact.
When I was a Governor, nothing mattered
more to me that just being in direct contact
with the people who hired me to do my job.
And I have to tell you, as President, perhaps
the most frustrating thing about the job is
that I don’t have as many opportunities as
you do to be in direct contact with the people
who hired me to do this job. That’s not good
for me, and sometimes it’s not so good for
them as well.

When I was Governor, people used to
make fun of me and say that I was basically
a courthouse Governor, which meant that I
loved to go to the country courthouse in the
rural areas of my State and sit for hours and
talk to the officials and also visit with the
people who would come in. But I know this:
I know that one of the things that our Gov-
ernment in Washington has suffered from for
so many years is being too far from the con-
cerns of ordinary Americans.

You see in personal terms, with names and
faces and life histories, the struggle now
going on to keep the American dream alive.
And you know as well as any the importance
of reconnecting the values of the American
people to their Government. I ran for Presi-
dent because that American dream and those
values were threatened in the face of the
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